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LETTER,  &c. 


Greenwich,  Nov.  4,  1779* 

My  Lord^ 

Having  had  leifure  to  advert  to  the  print- 
ed accounts  of  fome  occurrences  which 
have  lately  engaged  the  public  attention;  I ftiould 
think  that  I had  very  imperfedly  executed  my 
firft  propofition,  of  ftating  to  your  Lordfliip 
“ the  fincere  fentiments  of  a plain  mind  upon 
“ things  as  they  are/’  if  I were  to  keep  back 
the  firft  and  genuine  ideas  which  occur  to  me 
refpeding  the  recent  applications  of  the  Irifti 
Parliament  for  a free  trade.  1 proceed,  how- 
ever, in  this  new  tafk,  more  deftitute  of  com- 
petent information,  if  poffible,  than  yourLord- 
fhip  has  thus  far  found  me  ; but  my  pen  will  at 
leaft  be  guided  by  a fimilar  anxiety  to  promote 
candid  recolledion,  and  fair  enquiry. 

And  here  too  we  muft  diveft  ourfelves  of  all 
prejudices  contraded  from  the  popular  alterca- 
tions of  the  day ; we  muft  endeavour  to  enter 
upon  the  fubjed  before  us  with  as  much  bene- 
volence, and  as  little  partiality,  as  may  be 
compatible  with  the  juft  interefts  of  the  fociety 
to  which  we  belong. — The  wifh,  indeed,  of  all 
good  and  prudent  men,  both  in  Great  Britain 
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and  in  Ireland,  muft  be,  to  fhun  with  abhor- 
rence all  the  contagious  delirium  incident  to 
national  queftions,  and  to  promote  only  that 
conflitutional  warmth,  which  may  ad  kindly, 
and  with  an  invigorating  influence,  ki  both 
kingdoms. 

It  is  not  the  Arid  policy  of  a former  century, 
or  the  accidental  diftrefs  of  the  prefent  hour  5 it 
is  not  the  fuppofed  procraflination  of  a reafon** 
able  hope,  or  the  harfh  tone  of  a precipitate  de- 
mand ; it  is  not  .an  imaginary  negled  on  the 
one  hand,  or  an  urgent  eagernefs  on  the  other, 
which  ihould  call  forth  between  two  countries 
conneded  together  by  the  ties  of  fovereignty, 
language,  law,  blood,  interefts,  and  fituation, 
any  unbecoming  exprelTion,  or  any  ungenerous 
fentiment. — A kind  and  manly  confidence  in 
the  equity  and  wifdom  of  Great  Britain  fhould 
regulate  the  expedations  of  Ireland  j a due 
perfuafion  that  Ireland  is  incapable  of  unworthy 
motives,  or  unreafonable  wiflies,  fhould  prefide 
over  the  deliberations  of  Great  Britain. — Hafly 
inferences,  and  decifive  affertions,  are  fit  only 
for  difputants  who  do  not  feek  fair  difcuflion, 
and  cannot  or  will  not  underftand  each  other : 
— The  refpedive  interefts  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  fhould  be  corifidered  in  a very  different 
tone  and  temper  ; without  palTion,  but  with 
earneftnefs  ; without  precipitation,  but  with  all 
pradicable  difpatch.  The  diftrefs  of  Ireland 
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(by  whatever  circumftances  occafioned)  exifts 
and  operates  ; Great  Britain  cannot  hefitate  to 
give  relief;  the  principle  wing  of  her  buildings 
is  in  danger ; it  is  for  the  fafety  and  drength  of 
the  great  center- edifice,  that  every  part  fhoiild 
be  diligently  examined,  v and  fufficiently  re- 
paired. 

It  is  an  indifpu table  and  undifputed  fact, 
that  there  has  .prevailed  through  the  times  in 
which  we  live,  a voluntary  and  warm-hearted 
anxiety  in  this  country,  to  exprefs  her  fenfe  of 
the  affedionate  condud  of  Ireland.  It  would  > 
be  fuperfluous  to  refer  your  • Lordfhip  to  the 
various  ads  of  parliament,  made  in  this  difpp- 
fition,  during  the  laid  five  years;  they  w^erenu^ 
merous,  but  have  not  had  the  beneficial  efFeds 
which  were  meant : — — 

/ 

Nam  neque  chorda  fonum  reddlt,  quern  vult  manus 
et  mens, 

Pofeentique  gravem  perfaspe  remlttit  acutum. 

The  growing  difIrefFes  of  Ireland  have  over- 
powered the  endeavours  of  Great  Britain  to 
avert  them ; and  we  are  now  told  that  ‘‘  nothing 

fhort  of  a free  traded  can  give  relief ! 

It  was  wifdom  in  the  Irifh  Parliament  to 
chufe  an  undefined  cxprelfion  upon  a fubjsdfo 
complicated  and  extenfive  in  all  its  connedions 

and 
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and  confequences.  The  whole  confidefatioft  is 
now  opened  to  both  kingdoms,  and  it  is  the  in- 
tereft  of  both  to  come  to  an  early,  kind,  and 
efficient  conclufion. 

It  is  poffible  that  there  may  be  many  indi-' 
viduals  in  both  kingdoms,  who  know  as  little 
of  this  fubjed  as  I do ; and  1 freely  own  that 
the  doubts  and  difficulties  which  the  firfl  view 
of  it  fiiggefls  to  my  mind,  are  fuch  as  preclude 
all  farther  reafonings  without  fuller  informa- 
tion. The  queftions  to  be  afked  are  indeed 
numerous,  nice,  and  intricate.  Theoretical 
dedndions  will  not  affift  us ; trading  eftabliffi- 
ments,  regulations  of  commerce,  and  the  v/hole 
fyflem  of  revenue,  are  involved  in  the  propo- 
fition.  A principal  fpring  or  wheel  of  a com- 
plicated clock-work  may  be  deranged  ; but  to 
turn  the  key  round  upon  the  inftant  with  vio- 
lence, would  tend  only  to  demolifh  all  the  com- 
ponent parts  ; if  we  value  the  machine,  we 
Ihould  previoufly  examine  it. — When  1 flate 
my  reafonings  to  your  Lordffiip,  I fhall  be 
better  underftood, 

1 do  not  wifh  to  carry  back  your  attention 
to  the  days  of  Prince  Fitz  Murchard  or  Earl 
Strongbow.  It  would  give  me  little  concern 
if  the  hiftories  left  by  Giraldus  Cambrerffis, 
Ho’.  eden,  and  even  Matthew  Paris,  had  been 
buried  with  the  hiftorians ; — nor  do  I feel 
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anxious  to  bring  to  light  the  ancient  flatutes 
and  ordinances  of  Henry  the  Third,  Ed- 
ward the  Firft,  and  other  early  reigns,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  made  for  the  purpofe  of  binding 
Ireland.  The  antiquated  difcuffions  upon 
the  fadl  of  conqueft  ; at  what  particular  point 
the  rights  of  the  conqueror  are  reftrided  by 
the  laws  of  nature  and  reafon ; whether  . tbe 
principle  of  fubjugation  can  extend  to  any 
exorbitancy  of  power;  and  whether  implied  ac- 
quiefcence  conftitutes  a pofitive  acceptance  ; 
are  queftions  little  calculated  at  any  period  of 
our  hiftory  to  promote  any  good  purpofe  to 
either  kingdom. 

It  is  a political  truth  more  material  to  be 
known,  that  happinefs  and  ftrength  fhould  be 
extended  through  the  conftituent  parts  of  an 
empire,  as  far  as  wife  and  beneficent  laws  can 
operafe  to  that  effect.  It  would  next  be  eafy 
to  fhew,  that  public  happinefs  and  ftrength  are 
diffufed  in  proportion  to  the  plenty  and  con-  ' 
venience  with  which  not  only  the  natural  wants 
of  a people  are  fupplied,  but  fuch  adventitfous 
ones  as  are  fuperinduced  by  univerfal  habit 
and  induftry ; w^hen  this  end  is  not  attained  to 
a certain  degree,  an  empire  may  indeed  exift, 
and  may  increafe  in  numbers,  but  it  will  grow, 
like  an  unwieldy  body,  liable  to  dangerous 
and  acute  humours. 
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Whatever  may  have  been  the  tyftem  of  go- 
vernment adopted  or  accepted  by  Ireland,  the 
recent  and  moft  interefling  fad  is,  that  fhe 
now  complains  of  fome  diftreffes  which  (he 
conceives  to  refult  from  that  fviicm.  Thole 
diltreffes  are  poffi’oly  no  more  than  may  have 
refuited  from  temporary  caufes  ; — -from  the  late 
rebellion  within  the  colonies,  or  from  the  cala- 
mities incident  to  w^ar  ; but  we  know  perfedly, 
that  the  complaint  is  founded  in  real  fufferings. 
The  lirlf  inference  which  would  arife  from 
this  fad  in  any  mind  reafoning  kindly  towards 
a part  of  the  empire,  and  difcreetly  in  refped 
to  the  w^hole,  is,  that  the  Irilh,  as  fellow-fub- 
jeds,  are  entitled  to  every  relief  compatible 
with  the  general  interefts.  Still,  however,  we 
decide  without  precifion,  and  muft  draw  the 
circumftances  of  the  two  countries  to  a nearer 
comparifon,  if  we  mean  to  form  any  ufeful 
ccnclufion. 

The  moft  obvious  remark  which  prefents 
itfelf  is,  that  Ireland,  poffefling,  on  a fmaller 
fcale,  nearly  all  the  natural  advantages  of  Great 
Britain,  and  having,  befides,  in  point  of  com- 
merce, fome  others  peculiar  to  her  fituation 
towards  the  prevailing  winds,  has  yet  in  all 
ages  been  comparatively  poor  and  diftreffed. 

The  reafons  why  this  phasnomenon  has  fo 
long  exifted,  and  why  Ireland  has  not  hitherto 
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availed  herfelf  of  the  bleflings  which  God  and 
nature  feem  to  hold  forth  with  a liberal  hand, 
are  varioufly  aifigned  j and  as  they  have  gene- 
rally received  fome  colour  from  popular  and 
occafional  appearances,  there  is  caufe  to  fufpedl 
that  they  do  not  reach  the  origin  of  the  evil. 

I have  feen  it  fomewhere  remarked,  that  the 
madnefs  of  Ajax,  who  took  a flock  of  fheep 
for  his  enemies,  would  be  the  wifdom  olf  Ire- 
land ; and  that  a principal  caufe  of  the  poverty 
of  the  latter  was  the  fyftem  of  her  landlords, 
who,  in  defiance  of  the  pradtice  and  prudence 
of  all  other  nations,  had  preferred  paflurage 
to  tillage,  and,  by  reflraining  the  in^juftry  of 
the  tenants,  had  reduced  numberlefs  families 
to  the  alternative  of  either  leaving  the  kingdom 
or  llrolling  about  in  beggary.  Sir  William 
Temple  attributed  the  poverty  and  diftrefs  of 
Ireland  to  her  plenty  and  fuperabundance.  In 
another  part  of  his  works  he  takes  notice,  that 
the  Dutch  had  turned  over  to  the  Danes  the 
patriarchal  trade  of  cow-keeping,  for  fupply- 
ing  them  with  lean  cattle,  and  to  the  Polanders 
that  of  plowmen,  for  growing  corn  for  their 
ufe,  in  order  to  rcferve  their  own  lands  and 
their  own  people  for  better  and  more  ufeful 
employments.  Such,  in  fadl,  maybethefitu- 
ation  of  the  nations  alluded  to,  but  perhaps 
it  is  lefs  the  work  of  policy  than  of  local  cir- 
cumflances.  At  the  fame  time,  if  we  even 
B fliould 
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{hould  admit  that  a country  which  addids 
itfelf  chiefly  to  grazing,  or  eveil  to  grazing 
and  agriculture,  will  generally  be  poor,  we 
do  not  defcribe  the  cafe  of  Ireland  : it  has  not 
been  the  fyflem  of  the  Irilh  merely  to  fupport 
herdfmen  and  fhepherds  by  grazing,  nor  to 
raife  cattle  to  be  fent  in  flocks  to  diilant  coun- 
tries } but  they  employ  many  ufeful  citizens 
in  a variety  of  manufadures,  to  which  the 
Ample  occupations  firfl  alluded  to  furnifli  only 
the  materials.  It  is  flill,  however,  to  be  re- 
membered, that  the  .mere  neceflaries  of  life 
are  raifed  by  the  labour  of  a very  fmall  pro- 
portion of  people  ; artificial  wants  and  habi- 
tual luxuries  muft  be  introduced,  to  occupy 
thofe  in  manufadures  who  are  not  engaged  in 
agriculture,  and  to  promote  a general  induftry, 
interchange,  and  circulation  through  the  fliate. 

Dean  Swift,  who  afcribed  the  poverty  of  his 
country  to  a multiplicity  of  caufes,  and  amongft 
others,  to  a radical  error  in  the  whole  fyflem  of 
Irifh  leafes,  to  the  avarice  of  landlords  in  draw- 
ing fevere  rents,  and  to  the  undue  encourage- 
ment of  grazing,  admitted  alfo  that  there  was 
a want  of  an  induflrious  difpofition  among  the 
people  ; but  he  attributed /that  want  to  the  re- 
ftraints  laid  upon  their  commerce,  and  to  the 
difcouragement  of  manufadures,  which  had 
made  them  mere  hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers 
of  water,  to  their  neighbours.  Under  this  im- 

preflion. 
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preflion,  he  was  wont  to  quote  a vcrfe  from  the 
book  of  Exodus  : — ‘‘  Ye  are  idle,  ye  are  idle, 
cried  Pharaoh  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael ; go 
therefore  now  and  work  ; for  there  fhall  no 
jftraw  be  given  you,  yet  fhall  ye  deliver  the  ' 
“ tale  of  bricks/* 

It  is  a fimilar  reafoning  which  has  produced 
the  application  now  before  us.  And  if  in  our 
own  days  we  were  to  ftate  to  an  Irifti  gentle- 
man the  long  continued  poverty  and  idlenefs 
which  have  prevailed  over  fo  large  a propor- 
tion of  his  countrymen,  he  would  probably 
anfwer. 

All  this  may  be  true ; but  the  monopo- 
lizing  fpirit  of  our  Sifter  Kingdom  is  the 
caufe  of  it.  That  fpirit  exercifing  itfelf 
upon  Ireland  in  a very  early  ftate  of  her  ci- 
vilization,  nipped  her  difpofition  toinduftry, 

‘‘  and  indeed  made  it  impoffible  for  her  to  be- 
“ come  induftrious.  In  the  very  infancy  of 
our  country,  and  whilft  we  were  contenting 
ourfelves  with  the  exportations  and  fale  of 
our  cattle,  you  made  an  a(ft  (^)  to  prohibit 
thofe  exportations.  We  next  gave  our  at- 
“ tention  to  the  increafe  of  our  flieep,  in  order 
to  export  wool  ; but  you  forthwith  (^')  pro- 
‘‘  hibited  the  exportation  of  wool,  and  made  it 

{b)  8 Eliz.  chap.  3.  (c)  13  and  14  Car.  11.  c.  18. 
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fubjefl  to  forfeiture.  We  then  endeavoured 
**  to  employ  and  fupport  ourfelves  by  faking 
**  provifions  for  fale  ; but  you  immediately  (^) 
refufed  them  admittance  into  England,  in 
order  to  increafe  the  rents  of  your  lands, 
though  you  thereby  increafed  the  wages  of 
your  labourers.  W'e  next  began  a woollen 
manufadture  ; but  it  was  no  fooner  eftablifhcd 
than  deflroyed  ; for  you  prohibited  the 
exportation  of  manufadtured  woollens  to  any 
other  place  than  England  and  Wales  : and 
this  prohibition  alone  is  reported  to  have 
forced  20,000  manufadturers  out  of  the 
‘‘  kingdom. 

The  navigation  Adt  [f)  had  unwittingly 
but  kindly  permitted  all  commodities  to  be 
imported  into  Ireland,  upon  the  fame  terms 
“ as  into  England  : but  by  an  adl  [g)  pafl'ed 
three  years  afterwards,  the  exportation  of 
a.iy  goods  from  Ireland  into  any  of  the  Plan- 
tations  was  prohibited  ; and  as  if  that  had 
not  fufficiently  crippled  the  benefits  given 
by  the  Navigation  Adt,  we  were  foon  (/6)after*? 

{d)  18  Car.  II.  cap.  2. 

{e)  10  and  ii  William  III.  cap.  10. 

(/)  12  Car.  II.  cap.  18.  (g)  15  Car.  II.  cap.  7. 

{h)  2 Car.  II.  cap.  26. 
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wards  forbid  to  import  any  of  the  enume- 
rated  commodities  from  the  Plantations  in- 
“ to  Ireland.  This  reftridlion  too  was  much 
“ enforced  by  fubfequent  ads,  and  the  lift  of 
“ enumerated  goods  was  much  iiicreafed. — I 
‘‘  fay  nothing  of  your  regulations  refpeding 
glafs,  hops,  fail-cloth,  &cc.  and  other  infe- 
rior  barriers,  and  obftrudions  to  our  com- 
merce  : we  fubfifted  under  all  this,  and 
under  a drain  alfo,  which  has  gradually  in- 
‘‘  creafed  upon  us,  by  remittances  to  our  own 
**  abfentees,  Englifti  mortgagees,  government 
**  annuitants,  and  other  extra-commercial 
‘‘  purpofes,  to  the  amount  of  half  a million 
fteriing  annually.  And  though  we  retained 
no  trade  but  in  linen  and  provifions,  the 
latter  has  been  under  a three  years  prohibi- 
tion,  during  which  period  we  joft  the  prin- 
cipal  market  for  our  own  feeef,  though  three- 
“ fourths  of  our  people  were  graziers.  Many 
of  us  indeed  carried  on  a clandeftine  trade, 
and  it  was  effential  to  our  fupport ; but  that 
“ too  has  been  lately  checked,  firft  by  the  re- 
volt  of  the  Colonies,  and  now,  by  the  war 
with  France  and  Spain, 

“ Our  annual  remittances  a^id  debts  to 
Great  Britain  now  increafe  with  our  dil- 
trefles ; our  fubfcriptions  for  loans  have 
‘‘  been  lately  filled  from  Great  Britain  ; our 
eftates,  when  fold,  are  purchafed  by  Eng- 

“ liihmen  5 
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**  liflimen  i our  leafes,  when  they  expire,  are 
‘‘  raifed  by  abfentees ; the  drain  become 
greater  than  all  our  means  can  fupply  ; our 
rnanufadturers  find  little  demand  for  their 
work,  the  farmers  fell  their  produce  with 
difficulty ; our  land  rents  indeed  are  efti- 
**  mated  at  near  three  millions  fterling,  but  our 
land- holders  will  foon  be  obliged  to  reduce 
them.  We  allow/  that  feveral  of  your  re? 
firidtions  upon  us  have  lately  been  much 
foftened  or  modified,  but  the  want  of  an 
annual  profit  in  our  intercourfe  with  Great 
**  Britain  equal  to  our  remittances  fiill  pre- 
vails,  and  is  every  hour  more  felt.  By  the 
**  unfortunate  fituation  of  the  Colonies,  we 
have  loiT:  even  our  old  refuge  in  emigrations. 
—After  having  for  many  years  taken  Britiffi 
“ inanufadures,  to  the  annual  amount  of  per? 

haps  two  millions  fterling,  we  are  for  the 
**  prefent  reduced  to  non- importation  agree- 
ments,  as  a meafure,  not  of  expediency,  but 
of  neccflity.  It  would  have  fuited  the 
generofity  of  our  feelings,  and  the  affec- 
“ tion  which  we  bear  towards  you,  to  have 
made  our  reprefentations  in  better  and 
more  peaceable  times ; but  you  fee  that 
our  circumidances  are  urgent,  and  that  your 
**  recent  indulgencies  are  infufficient.  We 
defire  therefore  a free  trade,  otherwife  our 
diftrefies  mud:,  if  poflible,  increafe,  and  the 
conveniency  .of  our  ports  will  continue  of 

no 
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no  more  ufe  to  us,  than  a beautiful  profpedl 
“ to  a man  (hut  up  in  a dungeon/' 

There  is  nothing  In  the  imaginary  detail 
here  offered  to  your  Lordflr'p,  which  has  not 
been  ftated  to  you  in  better  words,  as  often  as 
you  have  had  occafion  to  converfe  with  friends 
who  wifh  warmly  towards  Ireland,  and  are  mo- 
derately acquainted  with’  the  principal  features 
in  her  fituation  ; and  as  every  complaint  of 
human  hard(hip  is  entitled  either  to  a refuta- 
tion, or  to  fome  redrefs,  we  are  next  to  con- 
fider  what  anfwer  might  be  given  to  the  alle- 
gations now  before  us. 

Believing,  as  I do,  that  in  thefe  days  of  ge- 
neral fcience  and  liberal  difquifition,  the  re- 
fpeftable  and  leading  men  in  this  kingdom 
(of  which  defcription  there  is  a large  propor- 
tion), are  unlikely  to  inclofe  themfelves  within 
the  nifty  and  rugged  armour  of  Monopoly,  I 
think  it  poftible  that  their  firft  impreffions might 
be  to  the  following  effed: : 

Many  of  the  regulations  here  complained 
of  relate  to  England's  internal  commerce, 
“ and  may  be  matters  of  regret  to  Ireland, 
‘‘  but  cannot  afford  any  juft  caufe  of  com- 
plaint: — other  circumftances  may  be  admit- 
ted,  to  the  extent  ftated  ; but  we  (hould  heft- 
tace  before  we  admit  the  caul'es  to  which 

they 
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they  are  afcribed  : we  might  examine,  for 
inftance,  merely  as  a queftion  of  commerccy 
**  whether  before  and  during  the  late  embargo 
on  the  ufual  exports  of  provifions  to  France 
and  Spain  in  time  of  peace,  more  extenfive, 
fafe,  and  profitable  markets  were  not  opened 
and  encouraged ; by  which  the  price  of  the 
**  commodity,  and  freight,  and  the  quantity 
**  of  fpecie  were  increafed. — The  emigrations 
too  which  are  alluded  to,  as  well  as  fome 
other  effedVs  of  national  diffrefs,  were  occa- 
**  fioned,  perhaps,  by  the  increafe  and  injudi- 
cious  modes  of  land-rents,  which  wero 
thought  grievous  hxty  years  ago,  and  have 
been  ger/erally  advanced  near  one-third 
iince. — With  refpedt  to  the  larger  queftion  ; 
**  we  will  neither  criminate  nor  julfify  the 
“ fyftem  of  our  anceftors.  The  fad  is,  that, 
aided  by  their  general  fyftem  and  progreflive 
induftry,  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  has 
“ flouriftied,  and  continues  to  flourilh.  We 
“ are  forry  that  her  Sifter  Kingdom  has  not 
kept  pace  with  her.  That  (he  has  not  done 
fo,  is  perhaps  owing  chiefly  to  the  frequent 
interference  of  civil  diftradions,  and  to 
other  cuafes  fo  forcibly  deferibed  by  Dean 
Swift,  as  bearing  hard  on  the  induftry  of 
the"  middle  and  lower  claflTes  of  the  people. 
We  have  already  given  proofs  of  our  con- 
vidion,  that  our  interefts  are  in  a great  de- 
gree  mutual.  We  that  Ireland  may  be 

affifted. 
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**  aflifted,  but  we  defire,  that  before  proceed- 
ings  are  adopted  to  reverfe  all  the  fyftem  pur- 
fued  by  wife  ftatefmen  during  two  centuries, 
due  information  may  be  obtained,  and  due 
difcretion- exercifed.  In  the  general  anxiety 
to  affift  Ireland,  it  mull:  appear  to  be  as  little 
her  intereft  as  ours,  to  give  any  fudden  fhock 
or  precipitate  revullion  to  the  courfe  of 
Britidi  trade,  commerce,  and  revenue.  Let 
the  legiflatures  of  the  two  countries  act  with 
“ difpatch,  but  let  that  difpatch  be  guided  by 
a previous  and  competent  knowledge  of  all 
“ the  operative  and  interefting  circumftances  ! 

It  is  not  poffible,  in  the  nature  of  com^- 
merce,  to  decide,  without  a full  inveftiga- 
**  tion  of  the  fubjedt,  what  can  be  meant,  or 
ought  to  be  meant,  by  a free  trade ; and  till 
the  propolition  has  been  difcuffed  and  afcer- 
tained,  between  well  informed  and  well  in- 
“ tentioned  men  of  the  refpedtive  countries,  it 
muft  vary  in  every  point  of  view  that  we  can 
place  it. 

I.  Do  the  people  of  Ireland  underftand, 
“ by  what  they  afk,  the  power  of  exporting 
their  own  produce  to  any  foreign  country, 
wherever  they  can  find  the  heft  market,  ex- 
**  cept  only  the  countries  which  may  at  any 
time  be  at  war  with  their  Sovereign  ? 
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**  2.  Do  they  imply  the  power  of  drawing 
‘‘  fuch  goods  and  confumable  commodities  as 
they  may  want,  from  any  country  where 
they  may  beftpurchafe  them  ? 

3.  Do  they  wi(h  to  be  allowed  a com- 
merce  to  North  America,  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  Africa,  free  from  the  reftraints  to  which 
it  was  left  fubject  when  the  1 8th  of  his  pre- 
fent  Maiefty  extended  their  power  of  export- 
ation  ? 

4.  Do  they  mean  to  allc  a free  trade  to 
Great  Britain,  their  manufadures  and  pro- 
diice,  when  imported  into  this  country,  be- 

^ ing  fubjed  to  no  other  duties  than  the  like 
manufadures  and  produce  of  our  own  ? 

5.  Do  they  mean  a repeal  of  particular 
reftridions,  which  the  relative  circumftances 
‘‘  of  the  two  countries  may,  in  their  opinion, 
no  longer  make  requifite  ? 

Under-  all  or  any  of  thefe  propofitions, 
there  are  many  points  of  nice  and  difficult 
confideration.  What  regulations  or  burdens 
are  meant  to  be  propofed,  analogous  to 
‘‘  what  now  prevail,  in  regard  to  the  manu- 
fadures,  imports,  and  exports  of  Great 
Britain  ? What  prohibitions  refpeding  the 
export  of  certain  raw  materials  ? What  ar- 
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rangements  in  refped:  to  our  diftant  poffef- 
fions  and  fadtories  ? Other  fubjedls  of  dif- 
cuffion  will  arife,  and  fome  upon  nice  and 
**  intricate  points  of  commerce,  involved  as  it 
happens  to  be,  in  confiderations  of  revenue, 
and  in  the  maintenance  of  the  public  ex- 
pence.  We  do  not  know,  that  emulation 
among  manufadturers  and  merchants  is  mif- 
chievous  either  to  them  or  to  the  ftate : We 
**  do  not  know  that  the  enterpriiing  induftry 
and  increafing  wealth  of  Lancafhire  have 
**  tended  to  obftrudt,  inftead  of  promoting, 
thofe  of  Yorkdiire:  We  do  not  know  that 
the  flourilhingof  Glafgow  in  her  commerce, 
**  is  any  detriment  either  to  Liverpool  or 
Briflol  : We  do  not  know  that  the  profperity 
of  the  ftaple  manufadlure  of  Ireland  has 
leflened  the  advantages  of  a fimilar  manu- 
fadure  in  Scotland.  We  admit  at  leaft  that 
fuch  competitions  furnifh  employment,  pro- 
duce  riches,  and  encourage  population  for 
the  general  happinefs  and  ftrength  of  the 
empire  ; and  we  truft  that  there  will  be  de- 
mand  and  trade  enough  in  the  world  for  the 
induftry  of  us  all : But  we  muft  repeat,  that 
“ if  unadvifed  meafures  are  adopted,  they  are 
likely  to  affed  the  profperity  of  the  Britifti 
**  commerce,  without  promoting  that  of  jlre- 
land.” 


If 
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^ If  it  (hould  be  the  difpofition  of  the  refpedl- 
able  and  leading  men  of  Great  Britain  to  feel 
fuch  fentiments  and  to  hold  fuch  language,  it 
is  beyond  a doubt  that  much  farther  informa- 
tion might  be  Colleded  from  them  ; and  it 
feems  impradlicable  to  advance  without  their 
aid  and  advice. 

There  are  many  theorems  of  trade  which  are 
plaufible  on  paper,  yet  it  may  be  impoffible 
for  trading  nations  to  adopt  them.  Maxims 
being  too  narrow  to,  embrace  all  the  combina- 
tions of  human  events,  political  operations  muft 
often  be  influenced  by  circumflances. 

It  is  an  old,  but  not  the  lefs  fallible  prin- 
ciple of  ftate-policy,  that  whoever  is  the  caufe 
of  another’s  advancement,  contributes  to  his 
own  diminution.  The  oppofite  pofition  is 
oftner  applicable  to  the  refpedive  fituations 
of  merchants  and  mercantile  bodies,  or  of  com- 
mercial nations.  It  is  now  well  underftood 
that  the  flourifl:iing  of  neighbouring  nations  in 
their  trade  is  to  our  advantage,  and  that  if  we- 
could  extinguifli  their  induftry  and  manufac- 
tures, our  own  would  languifh  from  the  want 
of  emulation  and  interchange.  This  reafoning 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  flill  better  underftood  with 
refpedl  to  different  parts  of  the  fame  empire. 
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If  we  are  capable  of  looking  beyond  the  extent 
of  a fingle  iTiop- board,  we  cannot  confider  the 
Irifti  as  rivals  in  intereft,  even  though  they 
fhould  become  our  aflbciates  in  lucrative  pur- 
fuits.  Mr.  Davenant,  who  had  feme  jeaioufies 
refpefting  their  progrefs  in  particular  branches 
of  trade,  and  who,  in  the  clofe  of  the  iaft  cen- 
tury, recommended  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
export  of  their  w'ooHen  manufa^lures,  was  ftill 
extremely  doubtful  as  to  his  own  reafonings, 
and  appears  to  have  admitted  a portion  current 
in  the  fpeculations  of  thofe  days,  that  the 
lucrum  ceffans  of  Ireland  is  the  damnum 
emergens  of  England/'  Sir  M.  Decker, 
who  wrote  in  a fubfequent  period,  and  upon 
fome  points  with  lingular  ability,  was  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  the  reftraincs  on  the  Irhli 
woollens  contributed,  in  their  elfed:,  to  di- 
minilli  the  foreign  trade  of  Great  Britain.  He 
deferibes  monopolies  as  a fpecies  of  trade- 
tyranny,  whereby  the  many  are  oppreffed  for 

the  gain  and  good  pleafure  of  a few  : 

Never  yet  (he  obferves)  was  a monopo- 
lized  trade  extended  to  the  degree  of  a free 

one."' We,  in  our  abundant  wif- 

dom,  pay  nearly  all  the  charges  of  Govern- 
ment,  whilft  large  clafles  of  our  feflbw- 
**  fubjedls  are  made  unable  to  contribute  more 

than  a trifle  to  the  general  fupport."* 

**  They  cxift,  indeed,  under  the  proteftion  of 

fleets 
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fleets  which  cofl:  them  not;  a doit ; we  con- 
“ trive  to  ftarvc  them  withoutexpence,  and  our- 
felves  with  cxpence ; we  drive  one  part  of  our 
people  out  of  trade  by  monopolies,  and  the 
other  by  taxes.  We  bleed  oarfelves  almoft 
to  death,  and  think  to  recruit  our  fpirits  by 
devouring  millions  of  famiftied  fellow-fub- 
«« jeds:  thus,  by  excefs  of  cunning,  we  make 
, the  ruin  general/' 

There  is  a modern  anecdote  of  a Dutchman, 
who  was  employed  to  fettle  the  woollen  manu- 
fadure  at  Abbeville,  and  flipulatcd  that  no 
work  of  the  fame  kind  fliould  be  carried  on 
within  thirty  leagues.  This  might  help  to  in- 
troduce and  give  (lability  to  an  ufeful  and  ex- 
penlive  manufadurc,  fuch  as  in  the  event  that 
of  Abbeville  has  proved.  When,  however,  the 
advantages  are  once  fettled,  and  the  art  in 
queflion  generally  known,  fuch  a monopoly 
may  indeed  give  a perfonal . advantage,  but  it 
inufl:  operate  to  the  detriment  of  the  whole  cir- 
cle which  is  fwept  by  its  radius.  Particular 
merchants  or  manufadurers,  a^  well  as  parti- 
cular diflrids,  may,  as  in  the  inftance  juft  men- 
tioned, derive  a reafonable  advantage  from  the 
exclufive  polfeflion  of  new  branches  of  trade  ; 
but  when  thofe  branches  have  fairly  taken  root, 
fuch  advantages  bear  hard  on  other  merchants, 

' manufadurers. 
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manufadurers,  and  diftrids,  and  operate  power- 
fully againft  general  emulation,  and  the  in- 
terells  both  of  commerce  and  of  the  ftate.  It 
feems  demonftrable,  that  the  export  of  native 
manufadurcd  commodities  from  any  one  part 
of  the  King’s  dominions,  muft  be  advantageous 
to  the  whole,  whenever  the  burdens  and  duties 
are  fo  regulated  as  to  leave  no  exclufive  advan- 
tage ; for  that  again  would  operate  as  a mono-^ 
poly. 

Subjed  to  the  lad  remark,  it  is  farther  de-^ 
monftrable,  that  Great  Britain  lofes  whenever 
Ireland  is  deprived  of  any  reafonable  gain. — 
And  with  refped  to  the  fituation  of  the  latter 
for  the  weftern  navigation,  we  know  that  it  is 
the  intereft  of  a dominion  to  carry  on  her  com- 
merce, from  whatever  corner  flie  can  condud  it 
to  the  bed  advantage;  and  it  would  be  thought 
a grofs  abfurdity  in  the  City  of  London,  if  be- 
caufe  Bridol  is  fo  fituated  as  to  have  an  advan- 
tage in  the  Iridi  trade,  the  former  diould  defire 
to  have  the  port  of  the  latter  fhut  up. 

In  all  thefe  reafonings,  the  commercial  and 
political  intereds  are  infeparably  blended.  When 
the  liberty  of  commerce  is  ui^equally  enjoyed, 
one  part  of  an  empire  may  be  in  danger  of  "be- 
coming a burden  to  the  other.  An  increafe  of 
fupport  in  aid  of  the  common  exertions,  might 

in 
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in  courfe^of  time  refult  to  Ireland  from  the  ad- 
vancement of  her  trade,  and  from  the  produce 
of  duties,  analagous  to  thofe  of  Great  Britain, 

It  is  fometimes  found,  that  a liberty  to  export 
manufactures,  increafes  the  produce  of  raw  ma- 
terials beyond  the  demand  of  the  particular  ma- 
nufacture ^ and  from  the  experience  of  the  linen 
trade,  it  might  be  doubted  whether  lefs  woollen 
yarn  would  be  exported  to  Great  Britain  by 
Ireland,  if  the  export  of  manufactured  woollens 
were  lefs  redrained  ; in  which  cafe  the  fmug- 
gling  of  raw  wool  to  the  continent  of  Europe 
might  be  checked.  It  is  faid  that,  the  wool  of 
the  fouthern  nations  being  tender,  and  that  of 
the  northern  countries  being  harih,  it  is  of  great 
importance  to  both  to  obtain  Britilh  or  irifli 
wool,  which,  like  a middle  quality,  unites 
equally  with  the  tw'o  extremes,  and  produces 
an  excellent  cloth,  that  rivals  our  own. — It  is 
the  computation  of  many  difinterefted  writers 
on  this  fubjeCt,  that  one  pack  of  Irifli  w^ool 
v/orks  ^up  two  packs  of  French  wool,  which 
would  not  other  wife  be  fal  cable  ; and  Sir  M.' 
Decker  labours  much  to  (hew  that  the  benefit 
refuiring  to  England,  by  every  pack  of  wool 
rnanufaCtured  in  Ireland,  inftead  of  being  run 
to  France,  amounts  to  fifty-fix  pounds  fterling ; 
which  indeed  he  founds  upon  an  eftimate,  that 
oae-tbird  of  what  Ireland  gets  centers  at  laft  in 

Great 
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Great  Britain.  It  muft  ftill  be  obferved,  that 
no  extent  of  the  woollen  manufadure  can  be 
expeded  to  prevent  entirely  the  exportation  of 
the  raw  materials,  the  demand  for  which  is 
fuch  as  to  elude  all  the  contrivances  of  law,  arid 
all  the  vigilance  of  coaft-officers  even  in  Great 
Britain  ; and  this  is  analogous  to  a remark  of 
^ ]\lr.  Locke’s,  that  it  is  death  in  Spain  to 
' export  money,  and  yet  they  who  furnilh  all 
the  world  with  gold  and  filver,  have  leaft  of 
“ it  among  themfelves ; trade  fetches  it  away 
“ from  that  lazy  and  indigent  people,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  their  artificial  and  forced  contri- 
vances  to  keep  it  there  ^ it  follows  trade 
‘‘ againft  the  rigour  of  their  laws,  and  their 
“ want  of  foreign  commodities  makes  it  openly 
be  carried  out  at  noon  day.” 

I muft  however  again  obferve  to  your  Lord- 
fhip,  that  all  thefe  theorems  of  trade,  however 
plaufible  they  inay  appear  on  paper,  muft  be 
received  fubjed  to  much  previous  examination, 
and  a diligent  difeuifion  of  all  collateral  cir- 
cumftances.  We  are  not  to  proced  with  that 
Ihort-fighted  wifdom  which  may  enalDle  us  to 
fhun  the  mere  difficulty  of  a day  ; ftill  lefs  are 
we,  upon  a fudden  outcry,  which  like  other 
commercial  complaints  may  be  fallacious  or  ill- 
founded,  to  make  a fudden  revolution  in  all  the 
pradical  fyftem  of  our  trade;  and  upon  the 
fpur  of  a moment  to  overturn  a plan  of  com- 
merce and  revenue  which  has  been  the  v/ork  of 
ages.  ' 
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We  are  to  proceed  upon  the  principle,  that 
what  we  are  to  give  fhall  be  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  : Ireland  is  a jewel  to  our  crown,  and  not 
a thorn  in  our  fide.  The  point  is,  to  know 
what  folid  affiftance  can  be  given,  and  in  what 
form  it  can  beft  be  given.  When  men  talk 
of  an  union  to  be  completed  between  two 
great  nations,  as  the  cure  of  all  their  ills,  they 
talk  rafhly,  and  like  the  ftate  empiric  deferib- 
ed  to  your  Lordlhip  in  my  firft  letter.  The 
cafe  of  Scotland  was  different  in  every  point 
of  view,  and  the  benefits  refulting  to  her  by 
the  acS  of  union  do  not  apply  to  the  prefent 
confideration.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  that, 
in  the  prefent  inflance,  the  feparate  legifla- 
t tires  of  the  two  countries  are  fully  equal  to  all 
the  difficulty: — weffiall  fufficiently  know,from 
a cordial  and  temperate  communication  with 
Ireland  herfelf,  what  fpecific  meafures  will  be 
of  fervice  to  her  : wc  ffiall  know’  too,  from  the 
information  to  be  colledled  at  home,  what  mea- 
fures may  be  adopted  with  a due  regard  to  the 
general  interefls  of  commerce.  We  are  not 
to  fubjedl  ourfelves  to  the  remark  left  by  Dean 
Swift,  who  fays,  that  in  his  time,  when  any 
thing  kind  had  been  intended  towards  Ireland, 
fhe  was  invariably  treated  like  a fick  lady,  who 
has  phyfic  fent  by  dodors  at  a diftance,  ftran- 
gers  to  her  conftitution  and  the  nature  of  her 
difeafe. 

It  may  even  deferve  enquiry,  whether  the 
unqualified  grant  of  every  thing  that  human 
ingenuity  can  bring  within  the  defeription  of  a 

free 
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free  trade,  would  have  the  efFeds  expcded,  or 
convey  the  relief  w'hich  is  wanted  and  intended. 
It  was  once  fuppofed,  that  becaufe  the  import- 
ation of  Irifh  cattle  into  England  had  been 
prohibited,  with  a view  to  advance  the  rents 
of  Englifh  laaidlords,  and  the  interefts  of  the 
feeding  countries,  the  fufpeniion  of  that  mea- 
fure  might  be  of  ufe  to  Ireland  : this  was  ac- 
cordingly tried  (and  nearly  within  our  me- 
mory) ; but  it  was  a matter  of  great  offence  to 
many  of  the  Irifh  inhabitants,  who  refifled  the 
exportation  ; few  cattle,  therefore,  w^ere  brought 
to  Great  Britain;  and  thofe  were  chiefly  lean. 

We  fhould  recoiled,  that  though  Ireland  has 
at  all  times  bad  full  liberty  to  manufadure 
goods  for  her  own  confumption,  the  con- 
fumers  have  hitherto  found  it  eafier  to  purchafe 
from  England  many  articles  both  of  luxury  and 
convenience,  than  to  make  them  at  home. 
Thatjealonfy  mufl  be  very  lively  indeed,  which, 
contemplating  this  circurnftance,  can  derive 
difquietude  from  fuch  ^reafonings,  as  that  a 
people  fhould  fuddenly  run  away  with  an  ex- 
tenfive  commerce,  becaufe  they  are  admitted 
to  a participation  of  its  advantages. 

The  change  is  more  difficult  from  indolence 
toinduftry,  than  it  is  from  labour  to  eafe ; and 
it  is  forcibly  obferved  by  Mr.  Hume,  that  “when 
one  nation  has  got  the  ftart  of  another  in  a 
trade,  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  latter  to  gain 
“ the  ground  which  flte  has  loft,  becaufe  of  the 
“ fuperior  induftry  and  fliill  of  the  former,  and 
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the  greater  flock  of  which  its  merchants  are 

poflelfed,  and  which  enables  them  to  trade 
‘‘  for  fd  much  fmallcr  profits.” 

Amidfl  the  difficulties  which  time,  and  the 
fdftering  attention  of  this  country,  alone  can 
enable  Ireland  to  overcome,  it  deferves  remark, 
that  fhe  has  little  coal,  is  ill  provided  with  wood, 
and  is  alfo  without  inland  navigations. — In 
ftiort,  the  conftitution  and  eftablifhment  of  a 
flourifhing  commerce  imply  a well-regulated 
order  through  the  nation,  a fleady  and  efifedive 
police,  habits  of  docility  and  induflry,  fkill  in 
manufadures,  and  large  capitals  in  trade ; all 
which  can  be  the  refult  only  of  a continued 
and  gradual  progrefs,  aided  by  a combination  of 
other  favouring  circumflances. 

'No  prudent  man,  however  fure  of  his  princi- 
ples, will  venture  to  iffue,  prophecies  upon  the 
courfe  of  human  events  ^ but  I fee  much  folid 
ground  to  hope  that  an  amicable  difcuffion 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  promoted  with 
adivity,  moderated  by  temper,  and  guided  by 
difcretion,  may  tend  to  convey  effential  bene- 
fits to  Ireland,  without  any  permanent  difad- 
vantage  to  Great  Britain.  I am  unwilling  to 
think,  for  a moment,  that  the  falutary  effeds 
of  fuch  a difcuffion  may  be  fruflrated  by  popu- 
lar impatience  and  precipitation. 

I fhall  fubjoin  ^ to  this  Letter  a Table  of 

Lnglifh 
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Engllfli  A£ls,  rcfpeding  the  trade  to  and  from 
Ireland  ; and  alfo  an  account  of  fome  particu- 
lars refpeding  the  Courfe  of  Exchange  between 
Dublin  and  London,  the  eftates  of  abfentees, 
and  the  revenue  and  expcnces  of  the  Irith  Go- 
vernment. I happen  to  have  thefe  papers  in 
my  poffeflion,  and  they  feem  at  leaft  fufficiently 
accurate  to  be  of  fome  alliftance  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  in  the  confideration  now  before  you» 


I am  my  dear  Lord, 


Refpedlfully  and  affedionately, 

1 , ' ■ , 


W,  EDEN. 
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No.  I. 

ACTS  made  in  England,  reftrain- 
ing  Trade  to  and  from  Ireland. 

SJjeep^  JVool^  &:c. 

PROHIBITS  the  exportation  of  rams,  ^ 
fheep,  or  lambs  alive,  from  England 
or  Ireland. 

Prohibit  the  exportation  of  fheep-wool,  , 

I r II  .1-  ru  .r  ^ ’ 13  ^ i4  Car.  II.  c.  i8. 

wool-fells,  mortlings,  Ihortlings,  yarn  ^ 

made  of  wool,  wool-flocks,  fullers-earth, 

and  fulling-clay,  from  England  or  Ire-  • 

land. 

Prohibits  alfo  the  exportation  of  tobacco- scci.  s. 
pipe  clay. 

Tobacco-pipe  clay  not  to  be  exported  from 
Great  Britain  into  Ireland. 

Prohibit  the  exportation  of  wool,  wool- ^ 
fells,  &c.  ; and  alfo  worfted-yarn  wool-  5 ceo! 
len-yarn,  cloth,  ferge,  bays,  kerfeys,  fays, 
frizes,  druggetts,  doth-ferges,  fhalloons, 
or  other  dr^ery  Huffs,  or  woollen-ma- 
nufadures.from  Ireland,  except  to  Great 
Britain^  as  by  lift  No.  II. 

Extends  the  prohibition  to  coverlids,  wad- Geo,  n.  c,  2i.!'e(fw 
dings,  or  other  manufadures  made  of 
wool,  nightly.  Hitched  or  worked  toge- 
ther, 
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ther,  fo  as  to  be  reduced  to  wool  again, 
and  to  matraffes  and  beds,  tl lifted  with 
combed  wool,  or  wool  fit  for  combing. 

Sedi.  II.  above  articles  are  not  to  be  laden  on 
board  any  (hip  bound  to  foreign  parts,  or 
be  laden  or  carried  coaftvvife  from  one 
part  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  to  another, 
without  a licenfe  from  the  commilfioners 
or  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  and  fccurity 
given  to  land  accordingly. 


E2  Car.  II.  c.  1 8. 

ledl.  iS. 

221  & 23  Car.  II.  c.  a5. 
fe£l.  10  & I *• 

7 6i  8 W.  III.  c.  22. 
fea.  14  & 15. 

3 & 4 Ann,  c.  5. 
iea.  1 2. 

3;  &£  4 Ann,  c.  10. 

8 Geo.  1.  c.  15.  fe(gt.  24, 
8- Geo.  I.  c.  jS.  fe6l.22. 

4 Geo.  II.  c.  1 5. 

4izeo4  ill.  c.  1.5. 
fea.  27. 

5 Geo.  III.  c.  37. 
le<5V.  4- 


4 Geo.  II.  c.  15. 
7 Geo.  111.  c.  2. 


ig'Car.  II.  c.  7.  Tea.  6. 
7&8  W.  III.  c.  22. 
iea.  2. 


Navigation  and  Plantations, 

By  thefe  a^is,  the  following  articles  being 
the  growth,  produdt,  or  manufacture  of 
any  Britifh  Plantation  in  Africa,  Afia,  or 
America,  cannot  be  imported  into  or 
landed  in  Ireland,  except  they  are  firft 
landed  (m  Great  Britain,  viz.  fugar,  to- 
bacco, cotton-wool,  indigo,  ginger,  fuf- 
tic,  or  other  dying  wood.  Specie  or  Ja- 
maica wood,  rice,  melaffes,  tar,  pitcli, 
turpentine,  mails,  yards  and  bowfprits, 
beaver-fkins,  arjd  other  furs,  copper  ore, 
coffee,  pimento,  (COCoa-nuts,  whale-fins, 
raw  filk,  hides  and  fkins,  pot  and  pearl- 
afhes,  and  gum  fenega. 

But  all  other  goods  (except  hops)  of  the 
growth,  product,  or  manufacture  of  the 
Plantations, may  be  imported  from  thence 
into  Ireland,  in  Britifh  fhipping,  whereof 
the  maffer,  and  three-fourths  of  the  ma- 
riners are  Britifh. 

Goods  the  prbduCl  of  Europe,  cannot  be 
imported  into  any  Britifn  Plantation,  un- 

lefs 
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lels  fliipped  in  Great  Britain,  and  carried 
diredly  from  thence  in  Britifh-built  fhip- 

Except  fait  for  the  fifheries.  Horfes  and  vic- 
tual and  linen  cloth  from  Ireland,' by  3 6c 
4 Ann,  c.  8.  and  3 Geo.  I.  c.  21.  Provi- 
fions,  and  implements  for  the  fiflieries, 
by  15  Geo,  III,  c.  31.  fed.  5.  Clothing 
and  accoutrements  for  the  army,  by  1 5 . ^ 

Geo.  111.  c.  45.  and  other  articles  of 
Irifh  manufadiire  permitted  to  be  export- 
ed diredly  from  thence  into  the  Britifb 
Plantations,  by  1 8 Geo.  III.  c.  55^  Vide 
No.  II. 

' Salt, 

Salt,  of  or  from  Ireland,  not  to  be  import-  2^3  Ann,  c.  14,’ 
ed  into  Great  Britain,  except  neceflfary 
provifions  for  the  fhip,  or  for  curing  fifli. 

Hops, 

Hops  not  to  be  imported  into  Ireland,  ex-p  Ann.  c.  12.  ka.  lyi 
cept  from  Great  Britain  only,  and  of^  j/; 

Bfitifli  growth. 

Hops  of  Britifli  growth,  exported  to  Ire-<sGeo.  i.c.  n.fea.  35^. 

land,  not  to  drawback  the  duty. 

Eajl  India  Goods, 

Wrought  filks,  bengals  and  fluffs  mixeds  G€o.i.c.  n.fea.ia. 
with  filk,  and  herba  muflins  and  other 
callicoes  of  the  manufadure  of  Perfia, 

China,  or  Eaft  India,  are  not  to  be  im- 
ported into  Ireland,  except  from  Great 
Britain. 

E 


No 


^ Geo.  I,c,ai.  fc<a.  p. 


6 6ko.  11.  c.  1 3.  fea.  4 


5 Geo.  III.  c.  43, 
fe£t.  30 . 

12  Geo.  III.  c.  S$‘ 

fe6t.  I. 


Sect.  g. 
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No  commodity  of  the  growth,  prod u 61,  or 

* manufadiire  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  other 
places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
is  to  be  imported  into  Ireland,  except 
from  Great  Britain,  in  (hips  navigated 
according  to  law. 

Spirits^  and  Sugar ^ i^c. 

Sugars,  panelles,  f^rj^ips,  or  melaffes,  of  the 
growth,  produ6t,  or  manufadture  of  any 
colonies  in  America,  and  iiim  or  fpirits 
of  America  (except  of  the  growth  or  ma- 
nnfa6ture  of  the  Britilh  fugar  colonies 
there),  are  not  to  be  imported  into  Ire- 
land, imlefs  (hipped  in  Great  Britain, 
in  (hips  navigated  according  to  law. 

Confirmed,  as  to  fugar,  by  1 2 Geo.  II. 
C.  30.  fe6t.  16.  and  by  4 Geo.  III.  c.  r5. 
fe6t.  19. 

Brandy,  rum,  or  other  fpirits,  not  to  be 
exported  from  Ireland  in  fhips  under  100' 
tons  burthen. 

Rum,  fugar,  coffee,  or  any  goods  which 
are  by  law  prohibited  to  be  imported 
from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  are  not 
to  be  exported,  or  entered  for  exporta- 
tion, from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain. 

Rum  or  fpirits  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  or 
Plantations  in  America,  are  not  to  be 
imported  into  Ireland  in  any  (hip  under 
70  tons  burthen,  either  from  the  Colonies 
or  from  Great  Britain  •,  and  foreign  Bran- 
dy, or  other  fpirits,  from  any  other  place 

whatfoever, 
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wliatfoever,  are  not  to  be  imported  in 
filips  under  loo  tons. 

No  part  of  tlie  old  fubfidy  to  be  .drawn  ttl- c. 
back  for  any  fugars  of  the  growth,  pro-^*^*^*’ 
duce,  or  manufadture  of  any  foreign 
Colony,  or  Plantation  not  under  the  do- 
minion of  his  Majefty,  which  fhall  be  ex- 
ported from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland. 

Glafs. 

Np  glafs  of  any  kind  or  denomination,  *** 

ther  than  the  manufadlure  of  Great  Bri* 
tain,  may  be  imported  into  Ireland. 

No  glafs  of  any  kind  may  be  exported  from  Sect.  44. 
Ireland,  or  laden  on  any  horfe,  carriage 
or  velfel,  with  intent  to  be  fo  exported. 

Sail-cloth . 

An  additional  duty  was  laid  upon  all  canvases  Ge©.  n.  c, 
or  fail-cloth,  the  manufadture  of  Ireland,  * ** 
imported  into  Great  Britain  during  the 
continuance  of  a bounty  granted  in  Ire- 
land, by  an  adt  19  Geo.  II.  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  fail-cloth  from  that  kingdom, 

‘y/z.  for  fail-cloth  of  the,  value  of  i^d, 

' per  yard,  and  upwards,  4^.  per  yard. 

Of  10^.  and  under  i^d.  yard,  2 d^ 

Corn, 

‘’Oorn  exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ire-s  Geo.  iii.c.  3% 
land,  to  the  Ifle  of  Man,  not  to  be  allowed 
any  bounty. 


Camhricks. 
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7 Geo.  Til.  c.  43, 
feet.  5. 

.Camhricks  or  Lawns, 

No  cambrick  or  lawn  whatfoever  to  be  im- 
ported from  Ireland  into  any  part  of 
.Great  Britain,  until  the  importation  of 
Cam  bricks  and  French  lawns  into  Ireland 
Ihall  be  prohibited  by  law. 

59  Geo.  Ill,  c,  35. 
feet. 

Tobacco, 

Tobacco,  the  growth,  produdt,  or  manu- 
fadlure  of  Ireland,  not  to  be  exported 
from  thence  to  any  place  except  Great 
Britain.  ' 

Duties. 

Car.  II,  c.  4. 

( 

By  the  book  of  rates  and  fubfequent  adls, 
all  goods  imported  into  Great  Britain 
from  Ireland,  urilefs  in  particular  cafes 
where  Ireland  is  exprefsly  excepted  {Fide 
No.  11.),  are  liable  to  the  fame  duties  as 
the  like  goods  are  chargeable  with  if  im- 
ported from  other  foreign  parts. 

The  following  articles  may  be  imported 
from  Ireland,  but  are  fubjedl  to  duties 
which  are  equal  to  a prohibition,  viz. 

The  duty. 

Woollen  cloths,  i 12  S^^yj^ryard. 

- — ■ — fluffs,  ,0  49  /)fryard. 

Tallow  candles,  i 4 cwt. 

Sope,  - 2 I 13  9^5  per 
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No.  II. 

ACTS  made  in  England  in  favour 
of  Trade  to  and  from  Ireland. 

TV ool^  Woollen^  and  other  Maniif allures, 

PERMITS  the  importation  of  woolien3Edw. iv.c. 4.- 
cloths,  woollen  caps,  andirons,  and  a 
great  variety  of  enumerated  manufadlures 
in  leather,  iron,  ft  eel,  &c.  to  be  fold  in 
this  kingdom,  if  made  and  wrought  in 
Ireland  •,  which  are  prohibited  to  be  fo 
imported  from  other  parts. 

Permits  the  importation  of  woollen  and  12  Geo.  ii.  c.  ar 
bay-yarn  into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland,  , 
duty-free. 

And  feveral  fubfequent  a6ts  permitted  the  i w.  &m.  c.  32 
exportation  of  raw  and  manufacluredj^''^  s’ w.  iii.  c. 
woo!  from  particular  ports  in  Ireland  to^ecf.  s- 
particular  ports  in  England,  enumerated*'^  ^ nw. iii. 
in  the  ads  upon  the  fecurity  to  land  it 
accordingly,  and  other  regulations  pre- 
feribed  by  the  10  8c.  1 1 W.  III.  c.  lo. — • 
but, 

permits  wool,  woollen,  or  bay-yarn,  wool- ac  Geo.  iic.  n. 

‘ fells,  fhortlings,  mortlings,  wool-flocks, 
and  worfted-yarn,  to  be  exported  from  " i 
any  port  in  Ireland  to  any  port  in  Great 
Britain,  under  the  fecurity  and  regulations 

, ‘ ‘ - preferibed  | 


2S. 

C.  10. 
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prefcribed  by  lo  & ii  W.  III.  c.  lo.  for 
the,  former  articles. 

IS  Geo.  iir.  c.  45.  Clothing  and  accoutrements,  the  produce 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  Majefty’s  forces  .abroad,  paid  in. 
part  out  of  the  Irifh  revenue,  may  be 
exported  from  Ireland, 


12  Car.  II.  c.  i8. 

7 & 8 W.  IIJ.  ;22. 


12  Car.  It.  c.  18.  feet.  7 

13  & 14  Car.  II.  c.  1 1. 

11  Gt.  6^ 


t8  Gcr.  Ill,  c.  55. 
iect,  (j. 


Navkation  and  Plantations, 

Ships  built  in  Ireland,  navigated  with  the 
people  thereof,  are  deemed  Britifh,  and 
qualified  to  trade  to  and  from  the  Britifh 
Plantations. 

Ships  built  'in  Ireland,  and  navigated  with 
his  IS/lajefly’s  fubjeds  of  Ireland,  are  n- 
titled  to  the  fame  abatement  and  privi- 
leges to  which  importers  or  exporters 
of  goods  in  Britifh-j3uilt  fhipsare  intitled 
by  the  book  of  rates. 

Ships  built  in  Ireland  and  owned  by  his 
Majefly’s  fubjedts  refiding  in  any  part  of 
the  Britifh  dominions  in  Europe,  to  be 
deemed  Britifh  built,  and  intitled  to  the 
like  privileges  and  advantages  in  all  re- 
fpeds,  as  fliips  built  ip  Great  Britain^ 
and 

Sliips  belonging  to  any  of  his  Majefty’s  fub- 
jeds  refiding  in  Ireland,  and  not  Britifh 
built,  are  to  be  intitled  to  the  fame  pri- 
vileges and  advantages  in  all  parts  of  his 
Majeliy’s  dominions,  as  fhips  belonging 
to  his  Majefhy ’s  fubjeds  refiding  in  Great 
Britain,  and  not  Britifh'  or  Irifh  built,  arc 
intitled  to. 


Permits 
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Permits  the  exportation  of  fervants,  horfes,  15  car.  11.  c.  r.iect.  7. 
and  vidiial  from  Ireland  to  the  Britifli 
Plantations. 

Permit  importation  of  linen  cloth  of3&4Ann,c  8. 
and  from  Ireland,  into  the  Britifli  Planta-^  ** 

tions. 

Makes  it  lawful  to  export,  under  certain  re-  isceo.  in.c,  55. 
gulations,  diiecftly  from  Ireland,  into  the 
Britifli  Plantations  in  America  or  the 
Weft  Indies,  or  any  Britifli  fettlement  on 


the  coaft  of  Africa. 

Any  goods  the  produce  or  manufadiire  of 
Ireland,  except  wool  and  woollen-manu- 
fadtures,  cotton-manufadures ; 

Hats,  glafs,  hops,  gunpowder  and  coals  ; 

And  all  goods  of  the  growth,  produd,  or 

- manufadure  of  Great  Britain,  legally 
imported  from  thence  into  Ireland,  ex- 
cept woollen-manufadures  and  glafs  ; " 

And  all  foreign  certificate  goods,  legally 
impbrted  from  Great  Britain  into  Ireland  ; 

But  not  to  extend  to  foreign  linen  painted, 
&c.  in  Ireland, 

Nor  to  bar-iron,  iron  flit  or  rolled,  plated 
or  tinned,  nor  any  manufadured  iron- 
wares, till  a duty  is  impofed  thereon  in 
Ireland  •,  ^ 

Nor  to  any  fuch  articles,  if  a bounty  or 
premium  is  allowed  thereon  : 

And  not  to  take  place  with  refped  to  goods 
the  manufadure  of  Ireland,  except  and 
until  they  are  chargeable  with  duties  to 
as  great  an  amount  as  the  like  goods  are 

charged 


4 Geo,  II.  c.  15. 

5 Geo,  II.  c.  9. 

7 Geo.  III.  c.  2. 


7 & 8 W.III.  C.39. 
16  Geo.  II.  c.  26, 
itet.  6. 


3 Geo.  I.  c.  21.  feet,  2* 


j8  Geo.  III.  c-  55. 


6 Geo.  III.  c.  46. 
lect.  5,. 


9 Geo.  HI.  C.  39. 
14  Geo.  in.  c.  85^. 
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charged  with  an  exportation  from  Great 
Britain. 

Permit  the  importation  of  all  non-enumerat- 
ed  goods  (except  hops)  of  the  growth, 
produdt,  or  manufadure  of  the  Britith 
Plantations,  diredly  from  thence  into 
Ireland. 

Hemp^  Flax^  Linen^  and  Cotton, 

Plemp  and  flax,  and  any  manufadure  made 
thereof  in  Ireland,  may  be  imported  into 
Great  Britain  from  thence,  free  of  all  du- 
ties, upon  certificate  verifying  the  ma- 
nufadure,  &c. 

All  linen  made  in  Ireland,  and  imported 
into  Great  Britain,  may  be  again  export- 
ed to  any  Britifli  Plantation  in  America, 
without  payment  of  any  duty  whatfoever. 

Cotton  yarn,  the  manufadure  of  Ireland, 
may  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  du- 
ty free. 

Otber  Articles  which  are  permitted  to  he  im^ 
ported  into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland^  or 
exported  duty-free^  viz. 

Gum  fenega,  or  gum  arable  •,  30  tons  may 
be  exported  annually  from  Great  Britain 
to  Ireland  duty-free,  by  licence  from  the 
Treafury,  to  be  ufed  in  the  linen  manu- 
fadures  of  that  kingdom.  ' 

Raw  hides  of  fteers,  cows,  or  any  other 
cattle  (except  horfes,  mares,  or  geldings), 
and  calve  ikins,  or  goat  Ikins,  raw  or  un- 
drefled,  may  be  imported  into  Great 
Britain  from  Ireland,  duty-free. 


Rape 
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Rape  feed  and  rape  cakes,  may  be  imported  *5  in.  c. 
into  Gteat  Biitaip  from  Ireland,  duty  tree. 

Salted  beef,  pork,  bacon,  and  butter,  e.nd  i6  Ceo.  ni.  c.  8. 
cattle,  the  laws  permitting  the  importation 
from  Ireland  into  Great  Bdtain  duty-free, 
are  made  perpetual;  ' 

Permit  the  iiTiportation  of  tallow,'hog’s  lard,  7 ceo.  in.  c.  it. 
and  greafe,  duty-free,  till  the  2^th  March  '^y 

n^r  I «9  Geo.  III.  c. 

1782,  from  any  place.  fea.  4. 

T'ea, 

Tea  exported  to  Ireland  as  merchandize,  to  17  Ceo.  iii.  e.  17. 
drawback  the  whole  ciiftoms,  fubjedt  to 
the  regulations  preferibed  by  12  Geo.  III. 
c.  60.  and  16  Geo.  III.  c.  51. 

Bounties  granted  and  payable  in  Great  Britain^  ' - 

for  encouraging  the  Linen  Mam  failures . 

Grant  the  fame  bounty  on  Irilli  linen  made  29  Oeo.  n.  <?.  11;. 
of  hemp  or  flax,  exported  from  Great  Bri-  ^7* 

tain,  as  is  allowed  on  Britifh  linen  ex- 
ported, viz. 

For  every  yard  25  inches 
broad,  and  under  the  value 
of  5 d.  per  yard,  ' o o oV 

Of  the  value  of  5d.  and  under 

6d.  per  yard,  - - 001 

Of  the  value  of  6d.  and  not 
exceeding  is.  6d.  per 
yard,  - 7 . - 001^ 

Grant  an  additional  bounty  of  5s.  per  hogf-  I 5 Geo.  in  e.  45. 
head  upon  flax-feed  imported  iin\>  Ire-  ^ 

land,  for  which  a bounty  is  allowed  in  tliat 
kingdom,  by  adls  m.ade  there  in  the  tljird 
and  fixteenth  years  of  his  Majeftv. 

F 


Giants 


19  Geo.  III.  37* 


15Geo.ni. 


( 4*  ) 

Grants  the  following  bounties  on  hemp,  the 
growth  of  Ireland,  imported  from  thence 
into  Great  Britain. 

f 24  June  1779 ')  ^ 24  June  1786,  81. 

From<  24  June  1786  24  June  1793,  61. 

r 24  June  1793  3'  / 24  June  1 800,  4I. 


per 

Ton. 


Encouragement 


of  the 


Bounties^  for  the 

Fiflieries. 

:.3i.fea.i.  BrifiOi-built  fhips,  owned  by  his  MajeBy’s 
iiibjedts  refiding  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
&c.  catching  a certain  number  of  fifh  on 
the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  arriving 
with  the  fame  at  Newfoundland,  under  the 
regulations  preferibed  in  the  Aild,  are  to 
be  allowed. 

To  the  25  veffels  firft  arriving,  40!.  each  T j- 

100  next  arriving,  - 20  i.  each  > - 

' 100  next  arriving,  - lol.  each  3 1/^ 

Se€i.  3.  Biififh-built  fhips  owned  by  his  Majefty’s 
fubjedis,  refiding  in  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land, proceeding  from  thence  and  killing 
one  whale,  at  leail,  in  the  Gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence,  or  on  the  coaft  of  Labrador, 
Newfoundland,  or  in  any  feas  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Greenland  feas  and  Davis 
Streights,  and  returning  within  the  fame 
year  to  fome  port  in  England  with  the  oil 
of  fuch  whales  fo  taken,  are  to  be  allow- 
ed for  five  fhips,  viz. 

For  the  iliip  arriving 

w>h  the  greateft  quantity  £.  500 
with  the  next  Do.  - 400 

with  the  next  - - 300 

with  the  next  - - 200 

with  the  next  - - 100  _ 

And  ihe  oil  to  be  landed  free  of  duty. 

Granls 


in  each 
year,  for 
1 1 years. 
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Grants  the  fame  bounties  to  wlialcs  fo  taken  kj  Cco.  in.  c.  47. 
in  the  feus  to  the  fouthward  of  the  latitude 
of  forty-four  degrees  North. 

Ships  fitted  out  from  Ireland  in  the  whale  iii.  c.  51. 

filliery,  to  the  Greenland  feas,  Davis  ^ 

Srreiglits,  and  the  adjacent  feas,  under 
the  regulations  prefer! bed,  are  to  be  al- 
lowed, on  their  return  to  forrie  port  in  Great 
Britain, 

r 25  Dec.  1775^ 

From  < 25  Dec.  i 776  > 

^ 25  Dec.  1 781' 3 

The  above-mentioned  bounties  for  fliips  em-  is  Geo.  ni.  c.  5$.' 
ployed  in  the  wdiale  filheries  are  to  be 
ailow^ed,  although  the  whole  and  entire 
property  of  the  fliips  doth  not  belong  to 
fome  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedls  refiding  in 
that  part  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions  from 
whence  the  fliipis  fitted  and  cleared  out. 

Kls  Majefty’s  fubjects  refiding  in  Ireland  1?  Geo.  m.  c.  31. 
may  tranfport,  dii-edtly  from  thence  to 
Newfoundland,  or  to  any  part  of  Ame- 
rica where  tlie  fiihery  is  carried  on,  pro- 
vifions,  hooks,  lines,  netting,  or  other  tools 
or  implements  neceflary  for  the  fifirery, 
being  the  produ(d:  and  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

Oil,  blubber,  or  whale  fins,  taken  in  any  Sca.  9. 
part  of  the  ocean  by,  and  imported  in 
any  lliin  belonging  to,  liis  Majefty’s  fub- 
jecls  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  to  be 
imported  duty-free. 

Seal  ikins,  raw  and  undreffed,  caught  by  the 
crew  of  any  veftel  belonging  to,  and 
fitted  out  from,  Great  Britain  or  Ii eland, 
may  be  imported  duty-free, 


r 25  Dec.  1 776,  40s. 
to  25  Dec.  1781,  JOS. 
raj  Dec.  1 786,  20s. 


per 

Ton. 


Tchacco, 
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^ T obacco. 

• ^ Geo.  I.  c.  21.  Tea.  48.  TobacGo  cxportcd  to  Ireland,  if  lefs  appears, 
to  be  landed  than  fhipped  in  Great  Bri-^ 
^ tain,  an  allowance  not  exceeding  Two  per 

■ cent,  may  be  made  for  walle  during  the 
voyage. 

Geo.  m.  c.  35.  Repeal;;  th.e  Acls  12  and  1 5 Car.  It.  and  any 
otlier  hCi  wliich  prohibits  or  rellrains  the 
felting,  planting,  or  improving,  to  grow^ 
making,  or  curing  tobacco,  either  in  feed, 
plant,  or  other wHe,  in  Ireland. 
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No.  III. 


R- 


Courfe  of  Exchange. 

HE  par  between  London  and  Dublin  is 
per  cent, — ioo4  Bhtifli  being  worth 

108/.  6s.  Sd.  Iiifh. 

During  the  years  1778  and  1779,  the  Ex- 
change of  Dublin  on  London  has  varied  from  . 
5i  9i — October  27,  1779,  it  was  at  6^: 

Tills  is  remarkably  low;  and  the  following 
■cauies  are  ahlgned  for  its  being  fo  much  in  fa- 
vour of  Ireland: 

1.  A large  importation  of  fpecie,  by  the’ 
loans  negociated  with  monied  people,  &c.  in 
England,  and  by  the  late  remittance  to  Ireland 
for  the  public  fervice. 

2.  The  non-payment  of  rents,  which  has 
kept  witliin  Ireland  much  money,  that  would 
otheiwife'  have  been  remitted  to  abfentees. 

3.  The  non-importation  agreements,  and  the 
large  exports  in  the  piovifion  trade,  and  in  the 
linens, 


Prices  of  BulUon.  ^ 

Gold,  in  Otdober  1779,  w^as  at  4/.  ounce 
in  Dublin.  The  nfual  pi  ice  liad  been  from 
4/.  ij.  104/.  2r.  The  fail  is  imputed  to  the 
exchange,  whicli  fufTiciently  accounts  for  it. 

Silver,  in  October  1779,  w'as  at  5^.  6d.  'per 
ounce.  The  medium  price  had  been  ^s.  lod. 
This  is  imputed  to  the  felling  more  old  plate, 
and  to  the  manufaduring  leTs  new  plate,  than 
ufiial. 
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V 


No.  IV. 


Ccording  to  an  of  a lift  of  the 


eiiates  of  abfentees,  pubillbcd  in  January 


1769, 


The  cHafes  of  tliofe  who'  live  conitantly 
abroad,  and  are  feiclom  or  never  in  Ireland, 
amount  to  371,900/. 

And  the  eidates  of  thofe  who  live  generally 
abroad,  and  vlii't  Ireland  occafionaily,  amouiU 
to  117,800/. 


■% 


I 
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No.  V. 


A Two  years  average  eftiinate  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  expence'  of  the  Irldi  Govern- 
ment, according  to  late  experience. 

■ ' 

Hereditary  Revenue,  grofs — about  1,200,000 
Old  additional  Duties— about  380,000 

New  additional  Duties — about  140,000 

Stamp  Duties — about  - - 40,000 

Vice-Treafurers,  and  Pells,  ancient,Fees 

and  Salaries — about  - 40,000 

— — £.  I, Boo, 000 

Dedudd; 

Expence  of  Management — ^about  483,000 

Drawbacks,  &c. — about  - 3,000 

Expence  attending  Stamp  Duties — about  14,000 

\ 500,000 


Nett  Produce  jT. 

Expences, 

Civil  Lift — about  ' -■  330,000 

Military  Eftabriihment — about  938,000 

Extraordinary  Expences — about  432,000 


iv300,ooo 


Total  Expence  i,7oo/>oo 


FINIS. 


A 


'mm 


1 


